
Welcome Remarks by Organising Chairperson, Sun Xueling 

International Women’s Day 2023 

 

Comrades, Ministers Grace Fu, Ms Josephine Teo, Ms Indranee Rajah  

PAP WW Chairperson Ms Sim Ann,  

Retired women MPs, Mrs Lim Hwee Hua, Mrs Yu-Foo Yee Shoon and Ms Ho Geok 

Choo  

Partners and Friends of PAP WW, 

 

On behalf of the organizing committee comprising Comrades Hany Soh, Hamidah 

Aidillah, Cindy Chng and myself, we warmly welcome you to PAP IWD celebrations 

2023. 

 

The PAP Women’s Wing has been championing initiatives to uplift, support and 

empower women in Singapore and we are delighted to have with us today 21 partners 

who share our common vision and purpose. Thank you partners for being with us 

today - your presence reaffirms our commitment and strengthens our resolve to 

continue to seek new ways and new partnerships to drive progress for women here in 

Singapore.  

 

As we all know, the Forward SG exercise was launched in June last year by DPM 

Lawrence Wong and signals the government’s desire to work with all segments of our 

society to review and refresh our social compact.  

 

Our social compact is defined by how we relate to one another - what we see as our 

respective roles and responsibilities. Refreshing our social compact also urges us to 

consider our obligations as individuals to one another and to society at large. What 

should the Government, employers and the community be doing for workers and 

individuals?  

 

As women, we are very familiar with the term roles and responsibilities. Many women 

find themselves stuck in a wedge trying to juggle roles at home as caregivers, mothers, 

daughters and at workplaces as employers or employees. Women also often try to 

multi-task and at times end up on a guilt trip, feeling that we have fallen short in our 

various responsibilities.  



 

Knowing that sentiment very well, our branch chairs, activists together with our various 

partners, have been advocating more support for women, particularly at critical 

junctures of their lives. For instance, when women become new mothers, or are 

transiting back to work after being away from the workforce or trying to balance 

caregiving and workplace responsibilities.    

 

These views were reflected in the recommendation paper by PAP Women’s Wing to 

the government which culminated into the White Paper on Singapore Women’s 

Development last year. We are glad that the government has recently announced 

more support for women, new mothers and young families and is also trying to improve 

workplace practices through the upcoming workplace fairness legislation.    

 

Our women branch chairs and activists not only ensure the voices and hopes of 

women are fully represented, they also initiate projects on the ground to uplift, support 

and empower women – in partnership with men – towards a more inclusive Singapore.  

 

The Digital Collection titled Forward SG – Women in Action, brings together 24 

projects across our various branches led by our Women MPs. These projects, 

organized along the 6 pillars of Forward SG – build, care, empower, equip, steward 

and unite – demonstrate how our women MPs and activists are working with 

communities to build a better Singapore.  

 

For instance, at Sengkang North, Ms Theodora Lai and her activists support new 

mothers by providing them with breast-feeding pumps as they know that the journey 

of a new mother is not an easy one.  

 

At Nee Soon South, Ms Carrie Tan champions support for caregivers by initiating talks 

to prepare and equip families and elderly on aging well.  

 

Apart from the roles and responsibilities that women have within the family, women 

also contribute to the society through their work and support for causes. 

 

At Punggol Shore and Woodgrove branches, Ms Yeo Wanling and Ms Hany Soh are 

driving women mentorship and mumpreneur programmes.  



 

And 7 of our branches – Bukit Timah, Henderson-Dawson, Kreta-Ayer Kim Seng, 

Marymount, Sembawang West, Serangoon North and Yuhua are championing 

sustainability through food rescue drives and donations of pre-loved items.   

 

I must also mention Ms Denise Phua who is a staunch advocate for the special needs 

community and thank her for her kind sponsorship of the ceramic coasters you see on 

your seats today.  

 

In the Forward SG exercise, the views and actions of women matter. And in the Digital 

Collection of projects which we will launch today, you will see examples of Forward 

SG – Women in Action. We hope that this digital collection of 24 projects can serve to 

inspire and encourage others to join us in the exercise to each do our part and chart 

our way forward together.  

 

With that, I wish you all a wonderful afternoon ahead and it is my great pleasure to 

invite our PAP WW Chairperson Ms Sim Ann to address us. Thank you. 

 


