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Ladies and Gentlemen 

A very good afternoon to all of you 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of you to the 

PAP Women’s Wing’s very first event of 2023. 

2 At WW we pride ourselves on the strong sense of 

camaraderie and joyous spirit that is evident in each and 

every one of our signature events. Whenever we see each 

other, we are filled with happiness and excitement as all of 

you coming into this hall, I think will attest to.  



3 With the full lifting of COVID-related social restrictions 

as we have now returned to DORSCON Green, we can all 

be our lively selves again!  

 

Why the People’s Action Party & its Women’s Wing 

4 And not a moment too soon. Because there is much 

that we have set out to do, for the PAP, and also for 

Singaporeans. 

5  The WW has rallied and involved Singaporean women 

in the development of our country, because we believe that 

every single woman has a role in shaping our society, and 

in shaping the future. 

6 When women are fully involved, outcomes are more 

inclusive, fairer, and more sustainable.  

 

The journey so far 

 

7 I am humbled by this opportunity to lead the WW, and 

to build on the foundations laid by my predecessors, hand 



in hand with our women MPs, men MPs, Branch Chairs, 

WW branches and activists. 

 

8  We have much to thank our previous WW Chairs for: 

 

a) Comrade Josephine Teo, during her term as WW 

Chair, has grown our functional competencies to that 

include Research and Policy 

 

b) This in turn builds on the leadership of Comrade Grace 

Fu, who emphasised WW’s role in advocating for policy 

change and partnerships  

 

9 So today, WW has a network of passionate activists, 

and a vibrant calendar of engagement touchpoints and 

signature events. 

 

10 Some examples of our activism I believe would be 

fresh in your minds: 

 

a) We actively solicited views from women across all 

walks of life and reflected them in our 2021 



recommendation paper on women’s development, this 

is of course a widened national conversation that was 

championed so energetically by Comrades Xueling, 

Yen Ling as well as Rahayu in both the Government as 

well as Party capacities. And our women MPs 

advocated strongly for women’s most pressing 

concerns in Parliament 

 

b) Last year, in recognising the growing risks of online 

harms particularly when they are targeted against 

women and girls, we rallied our Branches – that men 

and women alike took part in – we stepped up and 

pushed back against online behaviour that can hurt our 

communities 

 

We are ready to do more 

 

11 The 3-year-long pandemic has not blunted WW’s 

capacity for action and impact. 

 

12 On the contrary, I know we are ready to do more. And 

in fact, I will be embarking on a series of discussion on a 



district level with all of our WW Branches to hear your ideas 

and your plans moving forward. And I know that this is 

something that would be very fruitful and I look forward to 

hearing all of your views, insights and fantastic suggestions 

on what we can do more of together.  [Ground engagement 

with WW branches] 

 

13 Our capacity for action is nowhere more evident than 

in the digital collection that we will be launching today, 

showcasing our WW branches in action. And Comrade 

Xueling has already given us a fantastic preview of what is 

to come. 

 

14 Each project includes: 

 

a) Projects that care for, uplift and support those in need 

o e.g. in Punggol West, Project Fresh Start rallies 

the community to lean in, help and enable a fresh 

start for women and children living in crisis 

shelters 

 



b) They also do green initiatives that give an entry point 

for Singaporeans of all ages to participate in 

sustainability efforts 

o e.g. We have multiple Food Rescue drives as well 

as Recycling drives, something that my Branch, in 

particular, was very proud to take part in.  

 

c) We also have projects in equipping and empowering 

women for the future workforce  

 

o In MacPherson, stay-at-home mums looking to 

transition back to work or women looking to pick 

up new skills after retirement can look forward to 

support via access to professional coaches 

 

o In Woodgrove, women looking to keep up with our 

current trends and gain confidence to contribute in 

their own capacities can sign up for workshops 

organised by mumpreneurs. 

 

15 We believe that women in Singapore want to play an 

active role in bringing Singapore forward – and our WW 



branches and districts provide a ready platform for them to 

contribute.  

 

16 We also look forward to contributing and facilitating 

ideas by Singapore women to the whole Forward SG 

exercise.  

 

We can’t do this alone 

17 Our experiences, ladies and gentlemen, have shown 

that when we focus on causes that resonate, many others 

– women as well as men – will step forward to join forces 

with us. 

 

18 We know the push for equity and equality for our 

women is one we cannot do on our own. Our work is never 

done, and we will always need solid partners to help us take 

this movement forward.  

 

19 At this point, let me thank the partners who stand 

shoulder-to-shoulder with us this year and who are leaning 



in to make a difference to the community. They include 

inspiring individuals like  

o Sharon Wong from MothersWork;  

o Eric Sim, founder of Institute of Life;  

o Sher-li Torrey from Mums@Work; 

o Janet, representing Food Rescue Sengkang; 

o As well as our panelists today – Zaharah, 

Vanessa, and Wee Seng – whom we will all get to 

hear more from later. 

 

20 Today, I would like to make an open call for more 

partners to come forward and take this journey with us.  

 

a) If you have important viewpoints or knowledge that you 

think our activists should be equipped withto help us 

better serve the community, connect with us 

• A Ground-up group of lawyers, Defense Guild SG, 

worked with us last year to raise awareness and 

educate many of our branch activists on tackling 

online harms, and I believe there are more such 

partnerships to be forged. 



 

b) If you are keen on advocating policy change that would 

further improve the lives of women and girls, and 

families, connect with us. 

• We have no fewer than 24 serving women MPs 

who are ready to speak up for women and always 

ready to hear your ideas 

• And we hope to send even more women into 

Parliament 

 

c) And if you are shaping meaningful projects on the 

ground, if you have that spark of an idea, if you have 

already gotten started and what you want is a readied 

community to support you, what you want is scale, 

what you need is resources to reach more people 

• We have 93 WW branches serving all across 

Singapore – run by seasoned and passionate 

volunteers and activist with good outreach in our 

respective communities. We are very ready to 

partner all of you.   

 



21 It is our collective voices and action that will make a 

difference and create the inclusive society that we all want 

to see: 

 

a) A society that fully values the perspectives and 

viewpoints of women; 

b) A society with more women in positions of professional 

and political leadership; and 

c) A society with all our women living life to fullest  

 

22 Whether you are a woman or a man, we welcome you 

to be part of this journey.  

 

 

 

 

 

Appreciation & Conclusion 

23 My thanks to Comrade Xueling and the organising 

committee today for making our gathering possible, and our 

fellow women MPs and Branch Chairs and the men who 



support us, who are all driving meaningful initiatives for the 

WW at the Branch and District level.  

 

24 Thank you, I wish you all an inspiring and meaningful 

International Women’s Day. 


