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DPM Lawrence Wong, 

Minister Desmond Lee, Chairman, PAP Seniors Group, 

Members of the PAP Seniors Group Executive Committee,  

Former Members of Parliament, activists, fellow Comrades,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

A very good afternoon! And thank you for joining the PAP Seniors Group today to 

commemorate this year’s International Day of Older Persons. 

 

The PAP Seniors Group last commemorated this occasion physically in 2019, so I am 

very glad that we are finally able to gather again, after three years, to celebrate and to 

re-connect. 

 

This is of course a testament to the progress that we have made as a nation in dealing 

with the pandemic and now, steadily opening up and learning to live with COVID-19.  

 

But as we all know, COVID-19 can hit seniors particularly hard – the risk of severe 

disease is much higher amongst seniors – and not so long ago, we were asking 

seniors to avoid going to the wet markets, avoid going to crowded places, or stagger 

the times of the day at which they go to these places to avoid peak crowds, so I think 

it is especially significant that this afternoon, we are able to have a large gathering of 

seniors and senior activists, safely and confidently. This holds special meaning.  

 



But the journey to arrive at where we are today had not been easy at all. Indeed, over 

the course of the pandemic, the PAP Government had not shied away from making 

hard decisions – and sometimes, hard decisions so as to protect our seniors in 

particular.  

 

For the overarching goal of the PAP Government in managing COVID-19 had been to 

protect both lives and livelihoods. And in terms of protecting lives, the lives of seniors 

in particular was front and centre, and a top priority. 

 

The PAP Government, through its words and actions throughout the pandemic, 

demonstrated that protecting the lives of seniors was its top priority. 

 

This in turn shows the fundamental ethos of the PAP Government – in valuing our 

seniors, honouring our seniors, and caring for our seniors. 

 

And this same ethos drives the PAP Seniors Group too, and all that we do. 

  

Since its formation, the PAP Seniors Group, or PAP SG for short, has been 

championing seniors-related causes. 

 

In the short video you just saw, we asked some of our activists about the concerns 

and hopes of our seniors.  

 

The concerns – and the hopes – of our seniors.  

 

These are the causes that the PAP Seniors Group has been championing, with seniors, 

and for seniors.  



 

On seniors’ concerns, we know there are many.  

Healthcare.  

Cost of living, and retirement adequacy.  

Senior housing, right-sizing, or ageing in place.  

 

On their hopes, we know seniors wish to stay healthy, keep up an active lifestyle, and 

importantly, they hope to be able to continue contributing actively to Singapore.  

 

And I am happy to report today, on behalf of the PAP Seniors Group, that we have not 

stopped championing all of these amidst COVID-19.  

Indeed, COVID-19 had brought some of these issues into even sharper focus.  

   

Members of Parliament in the PAP Seniors Group have spoken up on these issues in 

Parliament, on numerous occasions. 

 

For example, Comrade Yeo Wan Ling had asked in Parliament about elder abuse 

and neglect during the pandemic, and what more can be done to ensure the safety 

and wellness of such vulnerable seniors.  

 

And as a Labour MP with NTUC, she had also asked about how senior employability 

is being boosted by Government schemes like the Senior Worker Support Package. 

Comrade Jessica Tan, similarly, had asked in Parliament about senior re-

employment, and whether the progress we had been making in previous years was 

impacted by COVID-19.  



Indeed, Comrade Jessica has been a tireless advocate for senior employability in 

general. 

 

Comrade Yip Hon Weng had also asked in Parliament about senior retrenchment 

amidst COVID-19.   

 

Not only that, he had also asked about subsidies for hearing aids – because the 

cost of hearing aids is a real, and serious concern for seniors.  

And Comrade Hon Weng had also raised his concerns about securing manpower 

supply for our eldercare facilities, including all the new facilities that are coming 

online in the next few years.   

 

At this year’s Committee of Supply debate, where Parliament scrutinises each 

Ministry’s budget, Comrade Henry Kwek, Vice-Chairman of the PAP Seniors 

Group, pushed for more to be done in the areas of assisted living and home-

based care services, to help more seniors age in place successfully.  

 

And in fact, back in 2019, Comrade Henry had tabled a Motion in Parliament to 

present a recommendation paper titled “Empowering Us To Live With Purpose And 

Dignity In Our Senior Years” – this was a paper developed by the PAP Seniors Group 

at that time.  

 

The Government took the recommendations in this paper into consideration when it 

subsequently introduced a slate of policy initiatives to help Singaporeans age with 

purpose, in good health and with financial security.  

 



Beyond Parliament, COVID-19 had not stopped the PAP Seniors Group from 

celebrating and connecting with seniors.  

 

We could not commemorate the International Day of Older Persons physically last 

year, so under the leadership of Comrade Edward Chia, the PAP Seniors Group 

introduced the Live A Legacy initiative, in which seniors get together with youth 

collaborators to not only author our seniors’ stories, but to co-author stories shared 

between our seniors and our youths, together.  

 

These include personal stories by national track icon C. Kunalan; home-grown jazz 

stalwart and Cultural Medallion recipient Jeremy Monteiro; and World War II veteran 

and SIA Pioneer Pilot, Captain Ho Weng Toh – also the oldest of our Live A Legacy 

authors at 102 years old!  

 

Former Members of Parliament Dr Lily Neo, Mrs Yu-Foo Yee Shoon and Mr Hawazi 

Daipi also took part – and we are glad that Mrs Yu-Foo and Mr Hawazi are here with 

us this afternoon to wrap up the initiative.  

 

All in all, 167 Live a Legacy stories were collected, and have now been digitised for all 

Singaporeans to easily access and read. 

 

Comrade Edward chose to conceptualise this as Living a Legacy, rather than Leaving 

a Legacy, because our seniors are not done writing their stories, with and for 

Singapore. Far from it.  

 

Our seniors have built the Singapore that we enjoy today, but their legacy-building 

work continues. 



And it remains a living, breathing, thriving thing.  

 

This is the PAP Seniors Group’s core belief.  

That our seniors can – and must – continue to play an essential and active role in 

building Singapore’s future, and taking Singapore forward. 

 

Even as we find ways to take ever better care of our seniors, and give our seniors 

ever greater assurance and peace of mind.  

 

The PAP Seniors Group has been advocating these through the years, and we will 

continue to do so, more than ever, and in various ways, including through the Forward 

Singapore conversations, which DPM Lawrence Wong will share with us about in a bit.  

 

There will be competing considerations, and difficult trade-offs. 

 

But this is precisely where the PAP Seniors Group’s commitment rests – to be a strong 

and responsible voice, advocating only for what is right by Singapore and 

Singaporeans, and ultimately, taking action.  

 

Taking action – together with the Government, with partners and with Singaporeans – 

to create an even better future, with and for our seniors.  

 

I wish everyone good health, and a very happy International Day of Older Persons. 

Thank you.  

 

 

 

 


