
                                                                                                                                                                                 
  

 
Speech by Organising Chairman of PAP Post-GE2020 Appreciation Dinner Chee 

Hong Tat at the PAP Post-GE2020 Appreciation Dinner on 12 July 2022 

 

 
Chairman,  

Secretary-General,  

Comrades, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

1. Good evening, and welcome to the appreciation dinner hosted in honour of our 

Members of Parliament who had retired at the 2020 General Election.  

 

2. On behalf of the organising committee, comprising Comrades Alex Yam, Rachel 

Ong, Shawn Huang, Yeo Wan Ling and Zhulkarnain Abdul Rahim and colleagues from 

Party HQ (Dora Lai, Jaslyn Ong, and Sharon Ng), I would like to thank Chairman, Sec-

Gen, and fellow Comrades for your presence tonight.  

 

3. I also wish to convey my thanks to the students and teachers from PCF Sparkletots 

Preschool @ Punggol Shore Blk 105D and 174D for their musical and dance performance, 

as well as Greendale Secondary School for their angklung performance. Let’s give them 

a round of applause. 

 

4. And a big thank you to Comrade Darryl David for being the emcee for this evening. 

You did such a wonderful job at the last dinner in 2015, we are happy that you have kindly 

agreed to continue for this year’s dinner.  

 

5. Together, the 20 retired MPs served a total of 77 terms and 349 years. This 

includes our former Prime Minister, ESM Goh Chok Tong. ESM Goh served 10 terms and 

43 years since 1977, which was before some of our younger comrades were born! We 

also have Mr Charles Chong, who served seven terms and 31 years.  



                                                                                                                                                                                 
  

6. We thank our retired MPs for your hard work and sacrifices to serve Singapore 

and Singaporeans; to keep our Party strong and rooted to our core values; and 

importantly, to mentor and groom the next generation of party leaders and activists.  

 

7. Many thanks also to the family members of our retired MPs, for your very important 

support and encouragement to your loved ones when they assumed their heavy 

responsibilities of serving the country and people.  

 

8. This evening, we are honoured to present valedictory letters to 13 retired MPs. We 

have not included seven former Political Office Holders (ESM Goh, Mr Khaw Boon Wan, 

Mr Lim Hng Kiang, Mr Lim Swee Say, Dr Yaacob Ibrahim, Mr Teo Ser Luck and Mr Sam 

Tan) because they had already received their valedictory letters from Sec-Gen previously. 

As there was no earlier opportunity after GE 2020 to present our 13 retired MPs with the 

letters, Sec-Gen will be doing so this evening.  

 

9. Similar to past practice, we have also prepared appreciation gifts for the retired 

MPs. These will be presented by their successors, as a token of respect and gratitude 

from the current generation to the previous generation.  

 

10. This is also a tradition of our Party, to ensure a smooth transition at every GE when 

we bring in new candidates to reinforce our team, and build on what previous generations 

have achieved, to bring Singapore to the next higher level.  

 

11. As Dr Goh Keng Swee said in his 1984 speech, every new batch of MPs should 

“regard the present condition of the Republic not as a pinnacle of achievement but as a 

base from which to scale new heights.”  

 

12. Thank you and please enjoy the evening. 


